Coagulase-negative strains of Staphylococcus albus are usually regarded as contaminants and are not considered potentially pathogenic. There are, however, certain cases described in the literature which can be regarded as showing the pathogenicity of this organism (e.g., Matthew, 1951;  O'Hare and Stevenson, 1953; Smith, Beals, Kingsbury, and Hasenclever, 1958; Resnekov, 1959; Brandt and Swahn, 1960; Callaghan, Cohen, and Stewart, 1961; Cohen and Callaghan, 1961) . Veterinary surgeons (e.g., Thorne, 1957a and 1957b) have also found these strains in a number of cases. In recent-years, many patients with urinary infection and intense pyuria have been observed, and in all of them a pure growth of a strain of Staphylococcus albus with particular biological characteristics was isolated.
METHODS
EXAMINATION OF THE URINE The deposit of the centrifuged urine was examined in the fresh state by direct microscopical examination, using the Gram and ZiehlNeelsen methods, and by culture on Endo and blood-agar plates.
BIOCHEMICAL STUDY OF THE STRAIN The simultaneous production of coagulase and haemolysin was investigated using the Joiris (1952) technique. The egg-yolk reaction was studied using the technique of Gillespie and Alder (1952) .
Received for publication 23 January 1962. ANTIBIOTIC SENSITIVITY TESTS The following antibiotics were tested :-Penicillin, streptomycin, erythromycin, chloramphenicol, the tetracyclines, novobiocin, nitrofurantoin, and the sulphonamides (sulphasoxazole, sulphamethoxypyridazine, and sulphamethylthiadiazole).
The low and medium-concentration Difco sensitivity discs and Oxoid multodisks of two concentrations were used. The concentrations of novobiocin were 5 and 10 ,ug. SEROLOGICAL TECHNIQUE The serological technique previously described (Torres Pereira, 1960 ) was adopted.
Serum 51 was taken to be absorbed when it agglutinated only strain 51 (reference strain 51877, a coagulasenegative strain of staphylococcus isolated from urine) and not any other of the 23 standard strains of the author's basic set.
RESULTS
Using the material described in previous work (Torres Pereira (Wahl, Cayeux, and Derlot, 1960 ) and the glomerulonephritis due to type 12 streptococci (Rammelkamp and Weaver, 1953; Reed and Matheson, 1954 ).
Other localizations were investigated of coagulasenegative staphylococcus strains having antigen 51 and being slightly sensitive or resistant to novobiocin. Of 70 strains of Staphylococcus albus isolated from the nose, only one proved to be resistant to novobiocin, whereas 30 other strains isolated from the skin of healthy subjects proved to be, without exception, sensitive to novobiocin and were not agglutinated by serum 51.
The antigenic structure and the sensitivity to novobiocin of coagulase-negative strains of Staphylococcus albus isolated from staphylococcal bacterial endocarditis as a complication of mitral valvotomy (described by several authors) are not known.
A set of 17 coagulase-negative strains of staphylococcus of bovine origin was received from H. Thorne (Sweden) 
